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PREFACE 
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READER. 


He ſ Papers, oh are bere pre ſented to thee, 

writ or, uſe of a ates erſon , and Ne 
"B. | Advice of ſave Friends. are nov. made tn 

6: Fafe the Romiſh Emiſaries are to corrupt our 
Peaple , ad tink eur ſelves e concerned to Antidote 
thew. f Popery and Fanatici Tio. Extreams e- 
to the Gove of Church and State in 
both in their pln and Pratti 


theſe Fa, og 


'*P 
. and both of them very great Corruptions. of the Chri jan 
| fog 


Religias, and wery dangerus to mens Souls. Si 

Elergje have Ne been jo pal} 50 ro our Diſſent 

1a marn. them of this and by the Stre EE 

dence \of Scripture and Reaſen, - Sts —_ 

Miftates ; and 1 pr. GI 

their roo ntfs pry ts fn 
legently 


d Satifattien, a di 
hearty jake may Gee OeY 


The Preface to the Reader. 


Hunities of knowing better,” but fach -wilfel-and reſolved -..j 

| (i= bic rs Ia mens minds —_ all-means-of | A 

7 5 Information, will as ſoon damn t as fins aga inft ; | 
PR WJ . | 


| go mig juſt jt 
th Co a Te of of dem 
Sage ut te theſe of 0 my » 
nion, and to Oe Mike theme} over "ob are daily aſſaulted 
by the Bufie Fattors for Rome. For the Diſputes again#t the © 
| Church of Rome, as ef as againit Diſſenters, are for the 
moſt part too Learned, and too Voluminous for the infiruttion ' 
of or Hinaly { 9g%y and therefore ſome ſhort "and Bain D Dife - 
courſes* about the princi trers in diſpute -betwotn us, is 
the mof? effeftual way we can take to confirm men in their Re- 


ligion, and | preſerve them fs the TY ty FERC þ och 
lad: wait to deceive. _. ix 


Come frw Attempts, which have "RY * | 

kind, give me ſome bope,"that ſeveral other Ty: 

| that the Raine of the Church of England: ( if God B, 
ever ta permit. ſuch. a thing) whether by Popery, or: 

Z lt BY not be NN upon our UP to ray Fog 


Bener,” cedar... 
| "te Perſons, i PO Pw Taleat tis more” tors 
what others do, than iwdoing any good themſetves,; are a | 4 


.. fo put ſome ifter Conſtruftions on this D we; ata 
to 7 ve any thing ſo well, is Doe ee nds, who. 
tuo not what it means » be ood, for goods ſake, ſhall be brrg 
70 find ſame bad name for it. Some gueſs that we wow write 
ogainf? Popery onely to Play as after-yame, and jo regain the | 
Paveer and good Opinion. of Diſſeiters, which we bave loff 


E-1| | H netting ogaratt thew': But I kuow not that wy ng | 
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1. _ os } with, that they neither value the Render ww 
feay the. Diſpleaſure cicher Fanatics or  Papiſts, but yet 
beartily defire to do good to them both. 


But there is a more miſchievous Suggeſtion than this, that 
the defigne of ſuch Papers is onely to raiſe a newcry and miſe : 
about Popery, and to. alarm the "ow le, _ ditark .the Go- 
vernment with new Fears and uy w_ : Truky, if 1 thought 
this would be the effeft of it, 1 pen dhe rs _—_ 
hy; for 1 or jury Be Che te cub of Eng land will $7 gud ec 


Ti nora Zea ji the C fares of Ro ned | 
and 1 ha ax rather fu fer under Popery, than contribute: - 
any thing towards raifing Fury to keep it out. We 


 Profeſs wur ſelves as "__ Gable Enemies to Popery, as we: 


are to Fanaticiſm, and defire that all the World may know it ; 
but we will never Rebel, nor countenance any Rebellion againſt 
pes wy Een Soveraigh, to keep out either, we lexve ſuch Prin- 
s and Praftices to P We and Fanaticks, But when we 

{ our People Aſſaulted by the Agents of Rome, and do 

wot think. our ſelves ſecure los om. Popiſh Deſigns, we ao”: it 
our Duty to give them the } Inftrudtions we can to py referee 
thepYrom ſuch Errors, as we pi will deſtroy therr Souls ; 
#d carmot but wonder that any men whq are as much concern- 
ed to take care of Souls as we are, ſhould think this a _need- 
tels or a ſcandalous. ad q "ue ſuch men would 
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"A Tn Crone caſon 


"If the Church wen endorſing] the Saripmoes by any hu 
means, but onely by Inſpiration, (fr there: = er | 

cen theſe m_ Rh itaiurpols were the. 
ow ? Fore: t-2s pl have learnt the Will God from | 


; abweichy Swan, {36d could 


LIMI 


” Avoſt Af Provketic If 
I es Re et ny the Setnen 
Shieh is hv gag woY ORs cen her 4 way unde 
Seriprcs, ace er ina owe inks, and catt 


Objed: But do. we not ſee: how many Reba ho 
Gm Gods conan. by. fuk g  Expounc 

pture' for hiraſclf ? '; How:many Diviga 
there among Proteſtants, who agree in li 
oppoſition to:Popery.2- Andi ic flible 


meaſure for it.,. EE I=g Lal: 
of cho ChallanCiunch as; well as now. z...and;we take 
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whd arg of the Bins Cotmmpiier, Door the fame nin. Thus 
it is us, and it is no better among them 3 for we are 
no more of their mind, than of ours: noewih- 


: nay, 
ſtanding all their pretences. | , moſt of che Dif 
pures which divide the- Proteftant ' .are as fairly dif 
puted among themſelves, witneſs the famons Controverſie be- 


g 
Diſputes, becauſe it is a very dangerous to leave it ; but 
they are more beholden $o kg 


forthis U 


2. Ho YT; theſe Diviſions and Hereſies, which diſturb the 


Church, / Ra kSiorapornr ge be certain Re 7 
| Burt oig ary eek » by Not- 


we will eke the Church of Rene word or hr wn 
| _Infalk 


ſuppoles, thar we did beforc-hand beliore that ſhe & i 
herwiſe her ſaying ſo is no proof 
. The gr Chomnyors Te the-Chngr) of, Xeme, nIrer pops 

1s 


tended that they could produce any infallible proos, which i 
Cape os fl 6 Larmme attempts no more, than 
to alledge ſame Mocives of Credibility, to make the thing 
bable, and to incline men to believe it ; and yer ie vimpothl 
wh. Cons ones cores of he RN , than 
we_are, that itis a true Church; and if a Papiſt have onely 
be yy 2 lr h my Ny obabalicee that ie 
e 2 true Chyrch, he can have no greater probabilities, 
is an infallible Chucch. _o f | 

Now not to take notics what a tottering Foundation ſome 
Bigh probable. chaagh hep amounted to amoral affuragce, 
is for the belief of Infallibiliry, which is to put more in the 
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Concluſion than there is in the Premiſes, The onely uſe Iſhall = 


make of ir at preſent, is this: Thatwe can at leaſt be as-certain 
 S infallible; tor they canbe no more i ny ag of this, 


than we are of our interpretations of Scripture 
that wo. cans; be cyrvgin: wipe capane was NR ne. 
denid by the greack par of tho Chr iſtian World 
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ars as confidently denied, and diſputeT by: others ; then the 


diverſity cfOpitiors inthe Chir, i5 no Ar that we 
— —_—_— — - birt on teaches us gre nate 
Trath,* = fy, "B+ our Thouities afity 


a "Theſe Divifichs and Tikes the are in the Chriſtian 


Church, are no better ent the eruth: and certain- £4 
ty of our Religion, than e diverſities of Religions that" are in _ 


the World, ne beainſt the truth: Cf Chrianity, The whole 

World & is far enough from being Chriſtiari 3. great” part-of it 

nid , Or Pagans, my exe ill ;” and this is-as good 
we bras vroje the uncertainty of all Reſightjng as the 

pas Parties and End Profeffionsof Chriſtians are to at that 

we cannot be certain, what thetrue Chriſtian 

erue Chriſtianity is. The fof gar Slog werabe ths 


I ORE any force or vi to mens Faith or Under- | 


, No'more than to their Wills, Were thereſuch ar ir- 
TH and compultory Evidence in the Goſpel, that where- 
ever it were Pacty, it ſhould be impoſſible for any man, 
though never fo 
del, or to rovea Heretick, Faith would be no 
than forc' 2d 


therefore has its Eff=Qs eds upon ers who are curable :: which is 
all that it was deſigned for. Thoſe who will not believe; 
continue Infidels; End ehoſs who willnot underſtand; bs 


iftto Ertours, and believe a Lye: and yet there” is Evidence e- 


nough to.conyince , and Plainneſs enough to inſtru& well-diſ- 
poſed Minds,and Certainty enough in cach to be the Founda- 


tion of aDivine Faith. -- 
The fum is rhis: Though-the Inſtru&ions of the Chiirely! are 


a very ed "means for the'underſtanding of the ſence-of Seti- ; 


wicked- and ill-difpoſed, to: continue ;-S Anfi- 
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doſe Rowan 'Catliolick'Charch,. or che Charch of xhs 
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Hereticks, as the Scriptures themſelves, but was more largely 
explained in the Writings of the ancient Fathers ; and chough 
this will not inable us to underſtand every Phraſe artd Expreſli- 
on of Scripture, but we muſt uſe other means to do that, as Skill 
in the Original Languages, a knowledge of ancient Cuſtoms, 
and ancient Diſputes, to which the Apoſtles frequently allude 
a conſideration of the Scope and Deſigne of the place, &c. Yet 
the Catholick Faith received and owned, by the Primitive 
Church, is fo far a Rule, as it dire&s ns to Expound Scripture 
to a true Catholick ſence. As St. Paul commands the Romans, 
that thoſe who propheſie , ſhould propheſie according to the 
roportion of Faith, Rom. 12. 6. Kar' drarolar airs, accord- 
ing to the Analogy of Faich : That is, that in the interpreting 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, they ſhould expound them 
toa Chriſtian ſence, according to thoſe ines of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which he had taught them ; and this was a ſafe 
Rule for expounding the Old Teſtament, which contained the 
Types, and Figures, and Propheſies of the Goſpel-State. . And 
thus in expounding the New Teſtament, now it is committed 
to Writing, we muſt propheſte according to the of 
Faith, or as he commands Timothy in his Preaching, hold faſt 
the form of ſound words,which thou haſt heard from me,2 Tim. 
1.13. It ſeems the Apoſtle had given him a form of found 
words , according to which, he was to dire& his Preaching : 
whether this refers to a ſhort ſummary of Faith , ſuch as our 
Crecd is, I cannot ſay, though it is not improbable it may ; 
bur it is plain, we have a form of ſound words dehvered to us 
by the Catholick Church, which contains the true Catholick 
Faith, and therefore ought to be ſo far a Rule to us in expoun- 
ding Scripture, as never to contradict any thing which .is con- 
- mY it, for that is to contradidt the Faith of the Catholick 
UWFCNe .. * 6 | Figs 

. And when one great Article of this Faith, . concerning the 
Eternal God-head of Chriſt the Son of God, was corrupted by 
Arizs, a Presbyter of the Church of Alexandria, it gave an oc- 
caſion for a more-full Declaration of the ſence of the Catholick 
Church abour it. And though the effects of that Controverſie 
were: very fatal to the Church, yet it was very happy thart'it 
broke out in fuch an Age, whea it could be determined with 
greater certaunty anctgreater Authority, than it could have been 


11 


It Nos ok in. expreſs words faid, . that, Inka, # 
m_ 


mn  obviqus to t 
vyerſeand le thing wn anableDi - Eels rerea all 


[a] =, 


inany ſucening g Age of the Chur dn met, wha m—_— 


for their Age; for their W for. nn de Piety;for 
their undaunted Confeſlions under heathen and pe Eay 
perouts, who-knew what the ſence - of the Cool PEA | 
-was, before. this Controverſie breke out , and before External 
Proſperity had, through eaſe and wantonneſs, corrupted: the 
Faith, as well asthe Manners of Chriſtians. 
3 'As for matters of External Order, Diſcipline, and Go- 
vernment, the Univerſal Pra&tice of the Cathlick Ghurch is 
the beſt and ſafeſt Comment on thoſe general Rules and Dire- 


ions we have laid down in Scripture. There is no doubt at 


all, but the Apoſtles did appoint Governours, and Rules of Or- 
der and Diſcipline, in the Churches planted by them ; what 
theſe were, the Chriſtians of thoſe days ſaw with their Eyes, 
in the daily Practice of the Church; and thereforet 

in thoſe Epiſtles which they wrote to their ſeveral Churches,did 
not give them ſo punual and particular 'account of. thoſe 
matters, which they ſo well knew before, bur as occaſion ſer- 
ved, make onely ſome accidental mention of theſe things, and 
that in ſach general terms, as were well enough underſtood: by 
them, who knew the Practice of the Church in that Age, but 
it ma yo. cannot meerly by the force of the words, which 
may ble of ſeveral Sences, be fo certainly and demon- 
Bracivady's termined to any one ſence (by us, who did not ſee 
what was done in thoſe days) as to avoid all poflible Cavils. of 
contentious men. 

This has occaſioned thoſe diſputes concerning Infant Baptiſm, 
the ſeveral. Orders and Degrees of Church-Governours, the 
Rites arid: Ceremonies of Religious Worſhip, and the like. 
Thoſe - who .lived in thoſe -days, and ſaw what the or 
did. in theſe; matters, ; could not: doubt of thele t Bot ret A oa 

th. their. Parenss, or that Biſhops are a ſuperiour Order 

esbytgrs-, and; Presbyters to Deacons, :orithat it is lawful 

ag he vernours of the Church to inſtitute and appoint ſome 

fi gnihcant Rizes and Ceremonics,, for the more decent and or: 
i ly Adooipitroconel Offiges:., 

a Wigs fs 4 gia of 


TRE 


now if there be any certain way to know what the 
HT ET wasin theſe Caſes , this is the beft 
gy) > > mv 


lick Church in CO Ages, efj pecally wi while the oy 
of the Apoſtles was freſh, = the Churc 
ftolical men ; when we cannot reaſonably tulpe&tany deviation 


Church of Erg/and owns in ſuch matters, and by which ſhe re- 
jets and tes both the Innovations and Corruptions of the 
Church of Reme, and the wild Pretences of Fanaticiſm. 

So that we do in the moſt proper ſence own the Belief and 
Practice of the Primitive Church, to be the beft means for Ex- 
ns. We do not leave every man to E d 

ripture by a private Spirit, as our Adverſaries of the Church 
of Rome re h us; we adhere to the ancient Catholick 
Church, which the Church of Roxe on one fide, and the Fa- 
naticks on the other, have forſaken: and though 1 we reject the 
new invention of an infallible Judge, yet we are no Friends at 
all to Scepticiſm, but can give a more Rational account of our 
ts R——— zy of anderfiandingthe ence of 

we noother way 0 anding the ſence 0 
bur by Propriery of the Langnage, and the ped, 
the Words, —_ cope and deſfigne of the Texts, 

ah Connexion and Dependence on what goes before,and what 
follows, and ſuch-like means as we- ule for the underſtanding 
mo gn _ of hamane compoſition; -I doubt not, but ho- 

rs might diſcover the true meaning of 
>— wendy in all the great Articles of our Faith; but yet this 
alone is a more- -— one way,and Hable to the Abuſes of He- 


reticks and Im The Socinjans-are a famous Example, 
What Wir and (cifon will do-es. t the plaineft Texts ; 
and fome other Serta! afe'2s plain what 


-a demonſtration; 
; ard and- Enthuſiaſm; will make with 
Scripture z bur when we have the practice of the Catholick 


Cinch, and act anchene acid weaciabls Ratner of 16 Chriſtian 
-” 
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Ages, be Rn. —_ 
;, tO DE Our Rule IN gh we 
after all, miſtake the ſence of ſome particular Texts, wo 
not be guilty ys oe miſtakes. * 

This uſe the Church of Erg/avd makes of the Cathalick 
Church, _— ipture, that ſhe Religi main- 
wy trends eo b mn =e _ 
to Ex Scriptures in jon to the ancient Faith. and 
ihe Catholick Church. Ph 
' But though the Belief and Practice of the Catholick Church 
be the beſt means of underftanding the true ſence of Scripeure, 
Tharch of ay pamialar Ag.cxcprng the Apololck Agron 

0 Le,Cx E or 
thoſe Ages who immediately 11 odthe As Notts 
I this, the Church of Rowe may be no good Expoſitor of 


youre! for the Church of Rewe, though ſhe uſurp the name - 
, of Conch Ce, INNS 
and Fountain of Catholick Unity, yet ſhe is but a-part of the 


een upon her. If chore Controverſie between 
them, it is not the Authority of exher Church can decideir, but 
this muſt be done by an appeal to Scripture,and the ſence of the 
Catholick Church in the firſt and pureſt Ages of it. 

For when we ſay, that the Belief and Practice of the Catho- 
lick Church & the beft means to find out the true ſence of Seri- 
dp eres ens eFSepg eMaig 

| ence pture z meaning is, 

choſe Churches which were founded by the Apoſtles and recei- 
ved the Faith immediately from them, and were afterwards, for 
ſome Ages, governed by Apoſtolical men, or thoſe who were 
taught by them, and conyersd with them, are the beſt Witnefles 
what the Dodrine of the Apoſtles was, and therefore as far as 
waaghey ner the Foſ Cubdes or he Payonnding Serlpme. 
was, are the ides for t : 1 

Se the Authority of the Church in Expounding Scri- 
pture,being onely the Authority of Witnefſes,it can reach no far- 
ther than thoſe Ages,which may reaſonably be preſumed to be 
Anthentick and Credible Witnefles of the Dofrineof che Apo- 
ſts , and therefore if we extend it to the four fult General 

| C2 Coungils, 
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Councils,it is as far as'we can doit with any pfetence of Rea- 
fon ; and thus far the Churchr of Enzland owns the Authority 
of the Church, and commands her Miniſters to Expound the 
Scriptures according to the Catholick Faith, owned and pro- 
feſ&d-in thoſe days ; but as for the latter Ages of the Church, 
which were removed too far from the Apoſtles days, to be Wit- 
neſſes of their Dodtrine, they have no more Authority in this 
matter, than we have at this day, nor has one Church any more 
Authority than another. | 

3- Andtherefore,if by the Church being the means of know- 
ing the ſence and meaning of the Holy Scriptures,be underſtood 
_ udgment and Sentence,and Decree of the Church, that we 
muſt ſeek no farther for the reaſon of our Faith,than the infal- 
lible Authority of the Church,. in Expounding Scripture, this 
alſo is abfolutely falſe and abſurd. 

This is more than Chriſt and his Apoſtles aſſumed to them- 
ſelves, while they were on Earth ; they were indeed infallible 
Interpreters of Scripture, but yet they never bore down their 
Hearers meerly with their Authority, but Expounded the Scri- 
ptures, and applied ancient Propheſies to their Events, and took 
the Vail off cf Moſess Face, and ſhewed them the Goſpel-ſtats 
concealed under thoſe Types and Figures ; they confirmed their 
Expoſitions of Scripture by the force of Reaſon, and appealed 
to the Judgments and Conſciences of their Hearers, whether 
theſe things werenot ſo; Chriſt commands the Fews not meer- 
ly to take his own word, and to rely on his Authoriry forthe 


truth of what he ſaid, but to ſtudy the Scriptures themſelves ;© - 
and the Bereans are commended for this gm temper of 


mind, that they were more noble than thoſe of Theſalonica, for 
they daily ſearcht the Scriptures, to ſee whether the Doctrine 
the Apoſtles preach'd were to be found there or not? Now I 
think no Church can pretend to be more infallible than Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and therefore, certainly onght not to aſſume 
more to themſelves than they did ; and if the Church of Rome, 
or any other Church, will convince us of thetruth of their Ex- 

ſirions of Scripture, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles convinc'd their 

earers,that is, by inlightning our Underltandings, and convin- 


| cing our Judgments by proper Arguments, we will gladly learn 
_ of them. | 


This courſe the Primitive Chriſtians took, as is evident in all 
the Writings of the angignt Fathers againſt Zews and a 


LMI. 


LIMI 


the Scriptures: themſelves to proye what the 
tures ; they appeal indeed fometimies.corhe. ence 
of the-Catholick Church, not'as an infallible Judge of Scripture, 
but as the beſt Witneſſes of the Apoſtolical Do&rine: Thus Zer- 
tulkan argues againſt Hereticks, in his Book De Preſcriprionibus ; 
but when they reaſon about the ſence of Scripture, they never 
direc us to any infallible Judge, but uſe ſuch ents, as they 
think proper to convince Gain-ſayers. | | 
Nay, this & the way which was obſerved in all the ancient 
Councils; the Biſhops of the Church met together for Common 
Counſel and Advice, and in matters of Diſcipline and Govern- 


a 


ment, which were ſubje& to their Authority, they conſidered 


what was moſt for the publick benefit of the Church, and deter- 
mined them by their Authority, not as ane facges, but as 
ſupreme Governours of the Church. In the Diſputes of Faith, 
they reaſon from Scripture , and the ſence of the Catholick 
Church, not from their own Authority ; and what upon a ſeri- 


. ous debate and inquiry they found to be moſt agreeable to the 


ſence of Scripture, and the Dodrine of the Church of former 
Ages , that they determined and decreed tobe received in all 
Churches, as the Catholick Faith.. That this is ſo, is evident 
from all the Hiſtories of the moſt ancient and celebrated Coun- 
cils, which any man may conſult, who pleaſes. 

Now I would ask ſome few (homing about this matter.. 


' 1. Whether theſe Councils took a ſure and fafe way to find our 


Truth? If they did not, what reaſon have we to believe that 

they determined right? If they did, then, we may ule the ſame 

way which they did: for that which is a good way in one Age, 

is ſo another, and then there is no neceſlity of an Intallible Judge 

to find out the ſence of Scripture, becauſe we have other certain 

ways of doing this the, ſame which. al\.che ancient Councils . 
erV: CI AE RH: WE Kngh997 op Ig a Ee oats * 

2: I would know, whether it be;not ſufficient for every Chri- 
ſtian. to receive the Decrees and-Determinations of theſe Coun- 
Cils. ,- upon the ſame Reafon and Authority which moved the 

athers aſſembled in Council to make theſe Decroes? Whether, 

r inſtance, 'we muſt -npt . believe the"Eternal God-head of 
Chriſt,and that” he is of the ſame ſubſtance with his Father, for 

the ſame Reaſons for which the Nicene Fathers believed this, and. 
required all Chriſtians to believe it ? "If we muſt, then Scri- 

pture,and the {ence of the Catholick Church,not the Auhorky 
| © 
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of a General or any Infallible Jadge, is the Reſort of 
onr Faith : or anrm hails Per who were the firſt that mer 
in a General Council, could not beflevertds;nponthe Anthoricy! 
of any other General Council, much lels upon their ownAmnho- 
| = > unleſs we willfay, that they firſt decreed his, then befie- 
ved ir,becauſe they themſelves decreed it. If Scripture,and the 
ſence of the Catholick Church, antecedently to the determina- 
tions of a General Council, or any other pretended Infalltble 
Jadge , be not a fufficient foundation for our Faith, then the 
whole Chriftian Wockd, before the Council of Nite, which was 
the firft General Council, had no ſtfficient foundation for their 
Faith ; for there was no particular Biſhop or Church in thoſe 
days, which pretended to be the infallible Interpreter of Scri- 
ptures. We Proteftants have the ſame way to underſtand the 

Scriptures, have the ſame Reaſon and Foundation of our Faith, 
which the Nicene Fathers themſelves had,or which any Chriſtian 
could have, before there was any General Conncil; and if the 
Church of Rome do not think this enough, we cannot help that, 
we are abundantly farisfied with it. _ 

The Authority of a General Council in thoſe days, was de- 
ſervedly ſacred and venerable, not asan Infallible Judge,which 
they never prerended ro, bur as the moſt certain means they 
could poſlibly have to underſtand what was,and in all Ages had 
been the received Dod&trine of the Catholick Church. They 
met together not ro make/new Articles of Faith, which no 
Council in the World ever had any Authority to do;but to de- 
Clare what was the truly ancient and Apoftolick Faith; and to 

t it into ſuch words as might plainly expreſs the Catholick 

ence, and meet with the Diftempers of _—_ 

For x end | Grave has edge i _—_— from all 
parts of the Chriftian World, ' not 7 to give their private 
Opinions of things, but to declare what was the received Do- 
Arine of thoſe Churches over which they preſided ; and 1know 
no better Argument of an ickTradition,thanthe conſent 


of all Churches, as remote fromeach other, as Eaft and Weft, 


from each ome External Rites and bak: He 
all in the ſame Faith. And this js the true 

thoſe ancient Councils, that they were 'moft Hh 
ſtand thetrne ſence of Scripre, and of the Cath 
This is the Proteſtant Reſolarion of Faith,and the Niceze Fachers 


which were planted by ſeveral Apoftles and tg fo 
ro 


Church. | 


(r7) | 
had no other way, nor to any other. 
Nay, the Church of Remre her {clf, as much as ſhe talks of 
ality, makes very little uſe of it. She has never givenus 
an infallible Comment on Scripture, - but ſuffers her Dodtors to 
write as fallible Comments, and in many nary ns Foe 
each other, as any Proteſtant Divines do: And I cannot imagi 
what good ibility does, if an infallible Church has not 
ter means of underftanding Scripture, than the Comments of 


_ fallible men: thatis,no better means than every fallible Church 


has : for no. man can underſtand the Scri ever the better 
for the Churches being infallible, unlefs this infallible Church 
improve this glocious Talent of Infallibility in Expounding 
Scripture ; which ſhe has not done to this day, and I believe 


never will. 
Indeed it is —_—_— that Infallibility, as ir is pretended to 
by the Church of Rexee,:can be of no uſe, either inthe Refolu- 


{wers, as he muſt do , Becauſe he is taught fo by the Church, 


which & infallible : my nexe Queitian is, How he knows the 


Church to be infallible ? If he ſays helearns this from Scripeure, 
I ask hit how: he comes to underſtand the Scripture, and how he 
Knows that this is the ſence of it ?- If be knows this by the in- 
fallible piterpretation of the Chureh, than he runs round in a. 


Circle, and knowsthe Scripture by the Church,and the Church 


Proceftant has, nor 
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Scripture, ahd nniverfally received as the ſence of Scripture by 


*the Catholick Church in the beſt and pureſt Ages of ir: A-Pa- 


piſt. believes the Church to be infallible, becauſe.he thinks'he 


finds it in Scripture, 'though the Catholick Church for mary 


Ages never found-it- there, and the greateſt art of the Cheiſtizn 
Church to this day cannot find it there: Now if they will bur 
allow, that a Proteſtant'( though a poor fallible'Creature) may 
reaſon about the ſence of Scripture, as well as a Papiſt, and that 


the evidence of Reaſon. is the ſame to both, then we Proteſtants 
ſtand upon as firm ground as the Papiſts here, and are at: leaft 


as certain of all thole Noatrines of Faith; 'which we find in the 
Scripture, and are ready to prove by it, -as they are of their 


. Churches Infallibiliry ; but then we have an additional Security, 


that we expound the Scriptures right, which they want, and 
that is the Doctrine and Practice of the Primitive Church,which 
-confirms all the Articles of our Faith, and Rules of Worſhip-and 


-Diſcipline, bur gives not the leaſt intimarion, that the Pope or 


Church of Rewe was thought infallible by them ; and if- the 
Primitive Church was ignorant of this, which is the beſt Wit- 


neſs of Apoſtolical 'Tradition, it is moſt probable, that no ſuch 


thing is contained in Sczipture, though ſome mercenary-Flat- . 
£xrers of the Pope have-endeavoured to periwade the World, 
that they found it there.  - : > fb 

So that we have a greater aſſurance of all the Articles of our 
Religign, from Scripture and Catholick-Tradition,than a Papiſt 
can have of the Churches Infallibilicy, and yet he caahave'iho 
greater aſſurance of any othet Docrinesof Religion, whichhe 
believes upon the Churches Infallibility, thanhe has of - 


liry-ir ſelf. So thar-in the laft Reſolution of.Faith, the Prote: 


ſtant has much the advantage of the Papiſtyfor the Proteſtant te- 
{olves his Faithantothe Authority of the Scriptures, Expounded 
byrtie: Doarine and Practice of the Primitive Church 5ithe Pa- 
= reſolves _ _— the ROE of warhead Os 
finds out one xpounding Scripture--by 4 private: Spirit; 
without the Annbicntey of any Church, but char whos Autho- 

ity is. under. diſpute. 4531 2 735316614; © 7 7es Tibia p. 24248 SOIT 
.. And as the Doctrine of Infallibiliry is of no ule in thelaft Re- 


olution/of Faith, -fo ir is:whollx: uſelefs .in diſpuring-withluh 


Hereticks 25:6 are; who deny. Infallibilicy : for ie 'is-a;vain 


thing to attempt.to impoſe any abſurd,. or groundleſs, 'atid-un- 
.Ca 


athdlick Docrines.upon us, by the Churches infallible Autho- 
i177 | rity,. 
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, who believe there is. no ſuch infallible Judge.z but are'rg- 

> ved to truſt our own Eyes,and to adhere to.Soripture! ard the 

Cacholick Faith of thoPrimitivg Church in-theſe ratters, . '* 

. And therefore: Advacates fir! the Glhurch.of Rows, 
are forced totake the be courſe in confuting Herefles, as they 
call chem, that wedo: 'They alledge the Anthority of Scripture, 
the Authority of Fathers and Councils, to juſtific their Innova- 
 Hons,and: here we willingly: joyn ifſhe with them; andare ready 
co-mrove e, That Scripture and all tnis/Antiquity is: on our ſide; 

thishasbeen often and unan{werdbly provedby 
Patrons of the Reformarion. 

But there are {ome very material chings to be obſerved from 
; hence,: for our preſent purpoſe. For either. they think this a 
| way to prove what they intend, and to convince Gain- 

yes of Scripture, and Primitive Antiquity, - 
do not. If they do hoe chink this a good way, to what 

e are there ſo-many Volumes of Controverſie written ? 

hy do the 5 and Fathers, and.Councils, to 
jutifie he urpations of their Church, and. theſo new Addi- 

- tions they have made to the Chriſtian Faith'and: Worſhip? If 
this be-not a good way to convince Hereticks,. ,why do they 
give themſelves and us ſuch an impertinent trouble ? 

If this-be a good w wy qu we are in a good way already ; - 
RE our ſatisfaction, which by their own. . 
-Confeſlion. and ice, is a very proper ,means forthe Con- 
-vidtion of Hereticks; and to:diſcover-the Truth, _ after the 
+moſt diligent inquiries we can make, ' we ars facified that.chs 
aa 

ut in matter, 

'then it ſeems Herzticks, who reject - yr of ian Infalli- 
bly oJodes, may underftand Scripture. withont an InfallibleiIn- 

the Exerciſe of Reaſon and Judgment in ſtudying 

of theas, en aduretuty do they pretend to expound Scripture 
to us, and to convince us by Realn and Argument, what. the 
true ſence of Scripture is. 

If the Authority of the Primitive Church, -and firſt Chriſtian 
Writers,be conſiderable, ( asthey acknowletlge i it szby their 4p- 
pealsto them) then at leaſt, the preſent Popeor Church, is not 
the ſole infallible Judge of Controverſies, unleſs they will ay, 
that we muſt not judge of the Doctrine or Praftice of the Pri- 
-Amitive Church, by ancient — ( and ————— 
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nals are wotth nothing ) butby the Judgment ahd Practice of 

the preſent Church. "7 33-1 11 187 123 halo) 
he fam is this: There is great reaſon to ſaſpeR; that the 
Church of Rowe her ſelf, does not believe her own Infallibility, 
no more than we Proteſtants do: for if ſhe does,ſhe ought noc 
to ſuffer her Doors to diſpute with Hereticks, from any other 
Topick, but her own Authority 3 when they vie Reaſons and 
rguments with us, and diſpute from Scriprure and Anciquity.: 
they appeal fromthe infallibility of the preſent Church, w every 
mans private Reaſon and Jud t, as much as any Proteſtant 
docs: and if the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith may be eſta- 
bliſh'd by Scripture and Antiquity, without an infallible Judge, 
aSthe ſuppoſe they may be, by their frequent attempts ta do it ; 
this plainly overthrows the neceſfity of an infallibleJudge. Ina 


word, not totake notice now how weak and g this, =» | 
uſeleſs 


tence of Infallibility is, it is evident that it is a v 
&rine : for thoſe who believe the Churches Infallibility, have 
no greater aſfurance of their Faith, than we have, who do not 
believe it ; and thoſe who do not believe the Churches Infalli- 
bility, can never-be confuted by it. So that it can neither eſta- 
bliſh any mans Faith, nor conkte any Herefies:; that is, ic is. 
of no ule at all. | 
' _ The Church of England reverences the Authority of the Pri- 
- mitive Church, as the beſt Witneſs of the Apoſtolical Faith and 
- Pradtice, but yetreſolves herFaith at laſt into the Authority of 
the mn. She receives nothing for an Article of Faith, 
which ſhe does not find plainly enough taught in Scripture, bur 
it is a great confirmation of her interpretation of Scripture, that 
, the Primitive Church owned the ſame Dodtrines which ſhe does ; 
and ſhe looks upon it as a juſt prejudice againſt any Expofitions 
of Scripture, if contradid the common Faith of the firlt 


Chriſtians ; and therefore when the. words of Scripture are ” 


_ capable of different ſences, ſhe chules that ſence which is 
moſt agreeable with the Catholick Faith and Practice of the 
Primitive Church ; but ſhould any Dodrines be impoſed u 

her, as warner" Faith, _— are no —_ 4 be __ in 
Scripture,or which are plainly contrary to it, (as the new Trenr- 
. Creed is) whatever | Hom be toe the Antiquity of ſuch 
, Dodtrines, the meaty rejeds them ; ſhe will not pur out her 
own Eyes to follow any other Guide ;.and thanks be to God, ſhe 
needs: got rejeR any truly Catholick Docrine-in this way. - = 


| 
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fill retain the Faich of the Primitive-Church, and are greatly 
confirmed in it, from that admirable conſent there is between 
the Scriptures, as Expounded by us, and that Faith which was 
anciently owned and received by all Chriſtians. © _- 
Having thus ſhewn in what ſence the Church is the Interpre-: 
ter of Scripture,I proceed-now to theſecond thing contained in 
this Paper , That this Church muſt be known to be the true 
Church, by its continual viſible ſucceflion from Chriſt cill our 
days. Now theſe few worlls contain a great many, and very 
great miſtakes: The ſubject of the Inquiry is, how we may find 
out ſuch a Church, whoſe word we may ſafely take for the true 


ſence and meaning of — 

Now, 1. The Author of this Paper, whether ignorantly, or 
defignedly, I know not, alters the ſtate of the Queſtion, and in- 
ſtead of a Church,which isan unerring and infallible Interpreter 
of Scripture, which would be very well' worth finding, he tells 
us how we may know a true Church : now I take a true + 
Church, and an Infallible Interpreter of Scripture, to be very 
different things. A Church may be guilty of Echiſin and Here- 
fie, and yet may be a true Church, though not a ſound, Ortho- 
dox, and Catholick Church: for a true Church is ſuch a Church 
as has all things neceſſary, - and efſential to.the Being and Con- 
ſticution of a Church ; this a Church may have, and ſuperadd 
other things which are deſtructive of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
very dangerous and fatal miſtakes ; as we believe, and are able 
to prove the Church of Rome has done : and yet we acknow- 
ledge her a true Church, becauſe ſhe retains the-true Chriſtian 
Faith,though miſerably corrupted by Additions of her own,as a 
man isa true man,thongh he be ſick of a mortal Diſeaſe. Now 
if a true Church may corrupt the Chriſtian Faith, we have no 
reaſon to rely on the Authority of every true Church, for the 
true ſence and meaning of Scripture. 

| 2. Ler ns ſuppoſe, that by a true Church, he means an In- 
fallible Church, whoſe Authority we may ſafely rely on in Ex- 
pounding Scriptures ; this Church, he ſays, is to be known by 
a continual viſible ſucceflion from Chrift, till our days : Now if 
this viſible uninterrupted fucceflion be the mark of ſuch. true 
Church,as is an infallible Interpreter of Scripture ; then, r.The 
Greek Church, as an infallible Interpreter of Scripture: for ſhe 
has as viſible and uninterrupteda fucceflion from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles to this day, as the Chin of Rome has 3 and oi 


. x # 
[ 2&TJ! 
have two infallible Churches ( not to inftance it any more at 
prefent, who have as good a ſitcceffion as either of them) which 
dredirealy oppoſite tq eachother ; and what ſhall we do in this 
caſe? Muſt we txlieve Contradictions, '6r muſt we dil-believe 
OA 0. 1 a Ob dogg 2 


2: Tf a viſible ſucceſſion from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, makes: 


any Church an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, then all che 
Chiirches which were planted by the Apoſtles, were infallible. 
All rhe Churches which were planted by.the Apoſtles, have arr 
equally-vifible ſucceſſion from Chrift;;' thofe Churches which! 
were planted by the Apoſtles,” may be. preſumed as Infallible, 
while the Apoſtles were preſent with them, as they were after- 


wards ; and thoſe Churches which ſucceeded theſe Apoſtolical. 


Churches,at the diſtance of an Age or two, may be ſuppoſed as 


infallible as any Church of this Age is ; for if a viſtble ſucceflion. 


from Chriſt makes a Church infallible, why ſhould not a ſuc- 
ceffion of a handred or two hundred: years, make them as in- 
Allible as a ſucceſlion of ſixteen hundred years? unleſs they 
think that Infallibility increaſes with the Age of the Chureh, 
which TI could wiſh true, but we ſeevery little ſign of it. Now 
according to theſe Princi you all the Churches, which were plan- 
ted by the Apoſtles, and have a continual vifible ſucceflion from 
A ical Churches,through all Ages; ſmcethe time of the. A- 
poſtles,muſt be infallible: for if a continual viſible ſucceflion con- 
fers Infallibility, and is the mark whereby we muft know it, then 
every Church which ever had, of has to this day this viſible ſuc-. 
ceſſion, muſt have” Infaltibility-alfo, which, ir ſeems, is entailed 
on ſucceflion. And thus we' have found. out a worldof Infalli- 
bility, and it is wonderful how any Apoftolical Church came to- 
be over-frun with ſo many Errours ant! Herefies, and to grow fo 
corrupt and degenerate, asto provoke God to rootthem up ; if 
every Apoſtolical Church was infatlible, I cannot imapine how 
whole Churches, which viſibly ſucceeded the Apoſtlesſhould be 
infeted with Hereſie: © for. Infallibility ic felf wilt not ſecure 
a Church from Hereſie, the Lord have mercy upon us.. 
. This mark he gives how to find out ſuch a true Church 
as is at infallible Interpreter of Scripture, wiz. A continual vi- 
ſible fiicreflion Tom rift cill this day, includes another great 
miſtake < Tor ir Reppolcs that there is ſome Church now in be- 
ing,on whoſe Authority we muſt rely for the ſence of Scripture z 
for otherwiſe there can be no ule of a viſible fucceſſion » ls 
| G2), 
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_ day, in'this Controverſie.: If, as Fhave already proved at large, 


we muſt rely. onely on:the Authority of the Primitive Church, 
not of the Chnrchof this preſent Age,for the ſence of Scripture, 
and that not as an infallible Judge, but as the.moſt Authentick | 
Witneſs of the Apotftolical Dodtrine and Practice, then we can- 
not find out this Church by a viſible ſucceflion to this day, bur 
by examining the ancient Records of the Primitive Church, 
where we ſhall find what the Faith and PraRice of the Church 
in.thoſe days. was, which is the ſafeſt Rule to guide us in the 
Expoſition of Scripture. Though there wereno Church in the 
World at this day, which could prove a continual viſible ſuccef- 
fion. from Chrift and his Apoſtles, yer while we have the Scri- 
2m and the Records of the Primitive Church, we have very 
ufficient means for theunderſtanding the true meaning of Scri- 
panes ſo that of whatever uſe this talk of a continual viſible 
cceflion may be in other caſes, it is wholly impertinent in this. - 
A. Church which cannot prove ſuch a continual viſible ſucceſſion - 
which was not founded by any Apoſtle, or Apoſtolical men, or 
has loft the Memory or Records of its firſt Plantation, may yet 
havevery certain means of he ſence of Scripture, 
from the Scripture it {elf,and the Dottrine and Practice of A- - 
poltolical and Primitive Churches,and a Church which has the 
moſt viſible. uninterrupted ſucceflion from Chriſt and his Apo- - 
ſtles, may. be ſo far from being an-infallible Interpreter of Scri- 
re, that ſhe may be very corrupt and erroneous her ſelf, if 

e forſake: the Apoſtolical Tradition contained in the Writings 
of the New Teſtament,and expounded by the Catholick Faith - 
bo a5 we know the Church of 

Rome has done ; which is fo far from being an infallible Church, 
as _=_ believe her to be the moſt corrupt Church in- the- 

or . | | 

. And thus I think we are prepared to venture upon the laſt 
Clauſe of this Paper, wherein the whole force of the Argument, . 
ſach as it is, is turned ypon the poor. Proteſtant Churches. : Bur . 
I doubt (fays the Author. of this Paper) whether orno the Pro- 
teſtant Church can make out this continual viſible ſucceflion,and: 
deſire to be informed. The:itingof which Argument liesin this, 
that we Proteftants have' no: certain way of knowing the true 
ſence and meaning of Scripture, rar we cannot prove the: 
continual viſible fucceflion of our Church,from Chriftuntorthas- 
day ; and therefore we ought to go over to the Charchuof Atoves 
; | who 
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who has this viſible ſucceſſion, and receive all her Di&ates as. - 
infallible Oracles. But, for Anſwer to this, conſider, 

r. That ſuppoſe the Proteſtant Church tould not make out 
ſach a continual viſible facceflion, yet we may underſtand the 
Scriptures very well without it, and need not go to the Church 
of Rome to Expound Scripture for us, as I have already ſhewn 
at large. Had he proved that we had been no Church,tor want 
of a viſible ſucceſſion of Church-Officers, or that our Religion 
were 4 Novelty, which was never heard of in the World betore 
Luther, this had been ſomething more to the purpoſe. ; but to. 
pretend that we cannot underſtand the Scriptures,tor want of a 
viſible ſucceſſion, is ſuch a loole and inconſequent way of rea- 
ſoning,asa.poor fallible Proteſtant would be aſhamed of ' 

2. But pray, why can't the Proteſtant Church of England 
prove her continual viſtble ſucceflion from Chriſt cill this day, as 
well as the Church of Rome ? Here was a Chriſtian Church: 
planted in this Nartion, as very good Hiſtorians ſay, as early as at 
Rome, and it has continued here ever ſince, to this day : when 
Auſtin the Monk came over to — he found here a compa- 
ny of reſolute Britiſh Biſhops and Monks, who would not ſubmit 
to the Uſurpations of Rome ; and the Exgizfh and Britiſh Churches 
under ſeveral Changes and Alterations, have continued to this 
day, with a viſible ſucceſſion of Chriſtian Biſhops : and whac 
better ſucceflion can Rowt#Hhew than this 2? 

I ſuppoſe no Roman Catholick will diſown the ſucceflion of 
the Church of England, till the Reformation, and I-pray, how 
came we to loſe our ſucceflion then ? Did the Reformation of 
thoſe Abuſes and Corruptions,which had crept into the Church, 
unchurch us 2 Juſt as much as a man ceaſes to be the ſame 
man, when he is cured of ſome mortal Diſeaſe: Did not the 
Church of England conſift of the ſame Perſons, before the Re- 
formation andafter? A. great many indeed difowned the Re- 
formation 5 but . were not all thoſe Perfons, who were ſo . 
active and zealous in the Reformation, formerly of the Roman 
Communien? And did they loſe their ſucceflion too, when 
they became Reformers? When a Church Conſifts of the ſame 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and People, which ſhe had before, though ſhe 
havenot all the ſame that ſhe had ; when ſhe retains the ſame 
ancient Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith which 'ſhe did before, 
enely renounces ſome Errours and Innovations which ſhe owned 
before, how does this forfeit her fucceflion ? The, Church of 
ea YiEngland 
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Apis is the very ſame Church now, ſince the Reformation, 
which ſhe was be 


fore-, and therefore has the very ſame fuc- 


_ceflion, though nor the fame Errouss, to this day, that ever ſhe 
had Fog that, I think, is as good a ſucceſſion as the Church of 
Rome 


There are but two things to be conſidered in the caſe” of 
Succeſſion : Either a ſucceſſion of Church-Officers, or a ſuc- 
ceſlion of the Faith and Dodtrines of the Church. | 

tr. Asfor a ſucceſſion of Church-Officers, we-have the ſame 
that the Church of Rowe has. Thoſe Engliſh Biſhops who eme 
braced the Reformation, received their Orders in the Commu- 
nion of the Church of Rome, and therefore they had as good 
Ocders, as any are in the Church of Rowe ; and theſe were-the 
Perſons who Conſecrated other Biſhops, and ſo in ſucceilion to 
this day. For as for the ſtory of the Nags-Head Ordination, 
that is ſo tranſparent a Forgery, invented many years after, to. 


reproach the Reformation, that I preſume' no ſober Roman Ca- 


tholick will inſiſt on it. | | 
But we are Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, and. this forfeits our 


Orders and our Succeffion together. But, 1. This Charge oughr 


firſt to be proved againſt us, that we are Hereticks and Schilma- 
ticks ; we deny and abhor both the name and thing : and if we 
be not Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks, as we are ſure we are not,, 


and as the Church of Rome can never prove us to be, then accor- 
 Cingto their own Confeſlion, our Orders muſt be good. 


2. However, be we Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, or whatever 


they pleaſe to call us, how does this deſtroy our Qrders. and 


Succeffion ? The Catholick Church would not allow in former 
Ages, that Hereſie,or Schilm deſtroyed the validity of Orders. 
St. Zerome diſputes againſt this at large,- in his Book Contra Lu- 
ciferianos. And St. Auſtin allows the Donatiſts Biſhops to have 
yalid Ocders,. though they were Schiſmaticks, and therefore. 
thac the Sacraments adminiſtred by them,were valid. And in-. 
deed, if Hereſie will deſtroy Orders and Succeflion, the Church 
of Rome will be as much to ſeek for their Orders and Succeflion, 


| as we are, which, by their own Confeflion,have had ſeveral He- 


retical Popes, and no body knows how many Biſhops Ordained 


by them. 2» | 
" As for ſucceſſion of Doctrine, which is as conſiderable to 
chekull, as fuccefiion of Orders, the great Articles of our Faith: 


are not onely plainly contained in Scripture, but haye been deli - 


[26] 
vered down to us, through all Ages of the Charch, by an whn- 
terrapted Sucreffion. | 4. ci 
The Church of Rome her fff in her preatelt ! 
did own all that we do in pure marters of Faith: 'V 
reformed the Church, we did not make a new Rebpion, . bat 
auly ſeparated the old Faith from new and corrupt Additions, ; 
and therefore the Quarrel of the Church of Rome with us, is 
not that we believe any thing which they do not believe, bar 
that we donot believe all thar they would have us. * 

_ _ TheDodtineof the Church of Erglarnd is truly Primitive and 
Catholick , taught by Chrift and his Apoſtles, owned by the 
Primitive Church, and excepting the Diſpute between the La- 
tin and Greek .Church, about the Filzoque, or the Holy Spirits 
| $p——_ from the Father and the Son, received by all Catho- 

ick Churches to this day ; which is as compleat and perfet 
Succeſlion , as any Dodrine can have : therefore when the 
Church of Rome asks us, Where was our Religion before Luther ? 
We tell them, it was all the World over ; all Catholick Chur- 
ches believed what we do, though we do not believe all that 
they do: they themſelves did, and do to this Day, own our 
Creeds, and Articles of Faith, excepting ſuch of them as are di- 
rely oppoſed to their Innovations. 
So that we are on a ſure Foundation, our Faith has been re- 
ceived in the Catholick Church in all Ages. - But now the 

.Church of Rowe cannot ſhew-fuch a.S on for her new Do- 
frines and Articles of Faith, which were unknown to the Pri- 

-mitive Church for many Ages, which were rejeted by 
flouriſhing Churches, fince the firft appearance-of them, whic 

never had. a quiet poſſeflion in her own Communion, and were 

gerer formed into-Articles of Faith, till the packt Conventicle 

.OIL Lr7ent. SY ; 

This I think is a ſufficient Anſwer to this Paper, and it pities 

-me toſee ſo many well-meaning Perſons abuſed with ſuch tran- 

ſparent Sophiſtry. 


- | 
FINIS. 
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hen we 


